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When [ was six, [ got the kaitiaki award

for saving a bee that landed in the school pool,

and Mum’s held it over me ever since.

She says, “Hey, son. How about you

be a good kaitiaki and tidy your room?”

If I complain about the way the peas squish
like slugs and taste like grass, she says,
“That doesn’t sound like my good kaitiaki.”
I say, “You don’t even know what it means.”
She says, “Fred’s tank needs a clean.

Here’s a brush. Here’s a bucket.

Make sure you scrub it properly.”

Fred throws his green-and-golden-bell self
around his algaed home.

I read him the Ultimate Bugopedia.

He listens carefully, blinks three-lidded eyes.
I feed him a freshly hatched blowfly.

A good kaitiaki knows when to leave a thing alone.

The bee flew away, sting intact.

Amy McDaid

KAICIAKI
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